influence gymnastics officials. It has been said, for
example, that the overall order of competition in which
teams and individuals appear has an impact on the
judges. It has been claimed that teams competing early
are at a disadvantage in spite of random placement
within the order (Calkin, 1979; Criley, 1972a, 1974).
Indeed, evidence has been found to support these
allegations (Feigley, 1980; Scheer, 1973). It was further
believed that the order in which gymnasts competed for
their team influencedjudges (Criley, 1972b).Scheerand
Ansorge (1975) and Ansorge, Scheer, Laub, and Howard

obtained for the 1984 men’s and women’s Olympic
gymnastics team competition. Both team compulsory
and optional competitive sessions were studied since the
composite of the two sessions determined final team
placement.

For the men’s competition, 26 judges were used,
including two from each of the nine countries which
qualified a team. Six panels of four judgeswere randomly
drawn, one for each of the six events, for the compulsory
competition. The remaining two judges were assigned as
line judges for the floor exercise event. A separate draw
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